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Emergency Power Generation:
Generator Safety in the Field

ritical Watch-Outs (High Risk)
*Carbon Monoxide (CO) Poisoning: Never operate a generator inside a tent, vehicle, or
enclosed structure. Carbon monoxide is odorless, colorless, and lethal within minutes. Always
position generators downwind and at least 25 feet away from inhabited spaces and air intakes.

Pre-Operation & Setup:
*Ground the Unit First: Ensure the generator is properly grounded using an approved
grounding rod driven into the earth before starting the engine.

*Inspect Cables: Examine all power distribution cables, plugs, and receptacles for cracks, cuts,
or exposed wiring. Immediately tag out any damaged equipment.

*Dry Placement: Place the generator on a flat, level surface in a dry area. If operating in wet
conditions, utilize overhead shelter while maintaining unrestricted airflow around the unit.

Fueling & Maintenance:
*Cool Down Before Refueling: Always shut down the generator and let it cool completely
before refueling.

*Spill Prevention: Establish a secondary containment area under the generator and refueling
points to prevent environmental contamination and slip hazards.

Operation:
*Do Not Overload: Monitor the control panel gauges to ensure the electrical load does not

exceed the rated capacity of the generator.

*Only use cables that come with the generator and are rated for the load. Do not hard wire
commercial extension cords directly to the power lugs. Using the wrong size cable without
circuit breaker protection, leaves the cable vulnerable to over loading and melting creating a
significant fire and electrocution hazard.

*Keep Panels Closed: Keep all enclosure doors and access panels closed during operation to
maintain proper airflow/cooling and to protect personnel from moving parts and hearing
damage.

*Use Hearing Protection: Wear single or double hearing protection when working within the
designated noise hazard radius of an operating generator.
ENSURE WIDEST DISSEMINATION AND POST ON BULLETIN BOARDS




	Slide 1

