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Message from COL Anthony Abraham

Director, U.S. Army Reserve Command Family Programs

To the United States Army Survivors,

As we move through this season together, I want to take a moment
to acknowledge your enduring strength and resilience. Whether you
are taking your first steps toward healing or continuing on a longer
journey, please know that we deeply respect your courage.

This quarter, we have witnessed the profound power of community,
survivors supporting one another, sharing vital resources, and
creating safe spaces of understanding and hope. Your willingness to
show up, even on the most difficult days, inspires not only each other
but our entire team who work alongside you.

We remain fully committed to walking with you, listening to your
needs, and adapting our programs to serve you better. Your voices
matter, and your direct feedback continue to shape the support we
offer every day.

Please remember:

You are not alone. Our team and this community are here for you.
Healing is not linear. There is no “right” timeline, path, or expectation.
Your safety and well-being are our highest priorities. We are here
whenever you need us.

As always, please do not hesitate to reach our office directly. if there
is anything we can do to better support you and your family.

With respect and solidarity,

COL Anthony Abraham, Director
U.S. Army Reserve Command Family Programs

ARMY RESERVE
FAMILY PROGRAMS

Connecting Soldiers - Families - Communities
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MAY 25th
Memorial Day Observance

JUNE 14th
Flag Day/Army 251 Birthday

JUNE 21st
Father’s Day

JULY 4th
Independence Day
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SEPTEMBER 11th
Patriot Day
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Gold Star Mother’s and
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NOVEMBER 11th
Veterans Day
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TRICARE will keep covering family members when a sponsor
dies. Spouses can keep their coverage until they remarry. Family
member health plan options and costs will vary based on:

- The sponsor’s military status when they die
- If the surviving family member is a spouse or child

Pharmacy copayments waived for TRICARE Prime Remote
enrollees in the US beginning Feb. 28, 2026. ARTICLE HERE

MORE INFO HERE

A New Way to Log In:

Introducing myAuth

MILITARY

\:W‘b IN LASTING TRIBUTE

The Military In Lasting Tribute memorial honors

military heroes who died serving our nation.

The memorial is an online destination where

survivors can view, remember and share tributes

to their loved ones with their networks, extended -
survivor community and military family. It is the )
only Department of War memorial that honors CLICK OR)
service members who died during peacetime. SCAN
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https://tribute.militaryonesource.mil/
https://newsroom.tricare.mil/News/TRICARE-News/Article/4477500/tricare-logins-transitioning-to-myauth-in-2026-what-you-need-to-know
https://tricare.mil/Plans/Eligibility/Survivors
https://newsroom.tricare.mil/News/TRICARE-News/Article/4389666/pharmacy-copayments-waived-for-tricare-prime-remote-enrollees-in-the-us-beginni
https://newsroom.tricare.mil/News/TRICARE-News/Article/4506440/get-to-know-your-tricare-health-plan-with-the-tricare-plans-overview-fact-sheet
https://tricare.mil/Plans/Eligibility/Survivors
https://newsroom.tricare.mil/News/TRICARE-News/Article/4477500/tricare-logins-transitioning-to-myauth-in-2026-what-you-need-to-know
https://tribute.militaryonesource.mil/
https://www.usar.army.mil/ARFP/
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A SURVIVORS TRIBUTE AND CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Savannah Salutes: A Survivors Tribute and
Celebration of Life was a meaningful, community-
driven event honoring the families of 23 fallen
Soldiers. Designed to uplift, connect, and
recognize our Gold Star/surviving Families, the
day brought together military and community
partners to create a memorable and supportive
experience.

The event began at Second Harvest of Coastal
Georgia, where families were welcomed and
boarded private trolleys generously provided
by Old Town Trolley Tours. While following the
traditional historic tour of the City of Savannah,
the experience was uniquely tailored with
special, personal stops designed specifically for
our survivors. The first stop brought families to
American Legion Post 135, where they toured
the historic facility and connected with veteran
organizations offering continued support to
survivors. During this stop, The Landings Military
Relief Fund provided a catered lunch from Betty
Bombers, and the American Legion presented
each family with a poppy challenge coinin
remembrance of their fallen Soldiers. Mayor Van
Johnson joined the group to personally express
his gratitude, sharing words of appreciation and
love on behalf of the city for the sacrifices made
by these families.

Another highlight included a visit to SCADstory,
where families explored the impact and innovation
of the Savannah College of Art and Design, further
emphasizing the strong relationship between the
installation and the local community.

The final stop welcomed families to Leopold’s

Ice Cream, where owner Mr. Stratton Leopold
shared the rich history of his iconic establishment
and treated families to complimentary ice cream,
creating a joyful and heartfelt moment.

Following the tour, families returned to Second
Harvest of Coastal Georgia to prepare for an
evening social and dinner. The entire evening our
3ID band serenaded our families. The social hour
featured refreshments provided by Two Chicks
and a Cup of Joe, creating a warm and inviting
space for connection. Dinner was provided by
the Fort Stewart Club, followed by a meaningful
program featuring guest speaker LTC Derick
Taylor. BG Kevin Bradley presented handmade
mementoes to families, offering a lasting tribute to
their loved ones. The day concluded with families
coming together in remembrance, connection,
and support—sharing stories, honoring their
Soldiers, and experiencing the strength of a
community that stands beside them.
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EVENT SPACE

Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia
shared their space and provided a
beautiful location to have the
celebration of life dinner

PICTURE OPPORTUNITY
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Backdrop for our Survivors to have
picture opportunities

MEMORIAL BOARDS
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Every family was asked to provide a
favorite story or memory and pictures
that they would want to share with other
Survivers. This brought out conversation
and sharing amongst the attendees

COMFORT ITEMS FOR GUESTS
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During this event many emotions both
happy and sad came to the Survivors
and we wanted to make sure they had
items to help them in those moments to
include individual tissues for tears.

PROGRAM AND MENUS

Program and dinner menus at each place
setting to provide information to all in
attendance.

TOILETRIES

Toiletries provided for Survivors upon
arrival to prepare for changing into their
dinner attire.

HALL OF HEROES

We used the entire entrance space of
the Second Harvest to display these
memorial boards so families could
connect and remember together.

OLD TOWN TROLLEY TOURS
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Old Town Trolley Tours provided us pick
up from Second Harvest, a guided tour
and returned our famlies back for the
dinner.

MEMENTOES

Hand made mementoes included wind
chimes with each Soldiers name, a
personalized folded flag ornament and a
memeorial photo brooch.

SEATING CHART

Large seating chart for added ease to
assist attendees and survivors in finding
their seats

SOS SUPPORT GROUP
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Handmade with Heart! Our families
displayed jewelry that they have made
during their SOS Support groups. It was
a great way to showcase their grieving
and healing in a positive way.

CONDUCTOR OF THE YEAR 2023

Old Town Trolleys gave us their best
conductors! Richard and Ruben were
outstanding conductors and were
informational, entertaining and safe
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STOP #1 AMERICAN LEGION CITY OF SAVANNAH
POST 135 MAYOR VAN JOHNSON

The American Legion Post 135 gave a
historical tour, served lunch from betty
bombers, gave our families resources
for veteran organizations that can still
help them, and gave them challenge
coins

SCADSTORY TOUR

The Mayor joined us at the Legion to
address the families and offer his
support on behalf of the City of
Savannah. Our group was able to sneak
in a group picture with the Mayor

STOP #3 LEOPOLD’S ICE CREAM

Students prepare each group with a fun
introduction to the opening of the tour

Mr. Stratton Leopold visited with our
families and provided a historical tour
and thank you along with complimentary
ice cream

THE HUNT, SINGLEY, MOMPREMIER
& RICE FAMILY

THE MENARD FAMILY

Our families got to chocse form the
amazing flavors and enjoyed
conversation and ice cream together
Featured here is the Menard Family

This picture shows how our families
were gathered together enjoying smiles
and ice cream while remembering their
loved ones.

THE MURALLES & ORTEGA
THE ELLIOTT FAMILY FAMILY
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Our families got to choose form the
amazing flavors and enjoyed
conversation and ice cream together
Featured here is the Elliott Family

Our families got to choose form the
amazing flavors and enjoyed
conversation and ice cream together
Featured here is the Elliott Family

STOP #2 SCADSTORY GROUPS

We seperated into two groups to enjoy
the SCADStory tour and see why this
lconic School brings students from all
over the world to live and learn in
Savannah.

SMILES AND ICE CREAM

Our families got to choose form the
amazing flavors and enjoyed
conversation and ice cream together .
Featured here is the Tilles Family.

THE HIGH FAMILY

The children in this picture were so
happy to be around others and did not
want to leave at the end of the day! They
enjoyed the company. Featured here is
the High Family

THE JUDON & BENDER FAMILY
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Our families got to choose form the
amazing flavors and enjoyed
conversation and ice cream together
Featured here is the Tilles Family
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SAVANNAH TOUR SOCIAL HOUR

When we were not stopped with a
community partner the conductors gave
us an excellent tour of Savannah in
between our stops at places like City

Mrs. Angela Morgan of Two Chicks &
Cup of Joe, our HAAF Coffee Shop,

to give our families a wonderful social

Market, Riverstreet, Cathedral and hour

Forsyth Park GUEST SPEAKER: LTC DERICK
31D BAND TAYLOR
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The band played wonderful music from
oldies to todays hits during the social
hour and dinner.

LTC Derick Taylor, the USAG HAAF
Commander shared thoughtful and kind
words to uplift our families and bring
them together.

ARMY

U.S.ARMY B I RTH DA‘P

JUNE 14, 2026

FIND OUT MORE

provided small refreshments and drinks

BG KEVIN BRADLE
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BG Bradley listening to Mrs. Megan Hunt

talk about her late husband.

ENDING THE EVENING

Featured here is our High Family after
dinner taking pictures to commemorate
the evening.
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https://www.army.mil/1775/
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W aameee sl FREE NATIONAL PARK PASSES

You Defend the Land, The National Park Service offers free passes for
You Deserve to Explore It. the military community, including an annual pass

for active-duty members and their families, and a
lifetime pass for veterans and Gold Star Families.
These passes cover entrance and standard day-use
fees to more than 2,000 national parks and other

federal recreation sites, click or scan the QR for
eligibility and more info.

GOLD STAR FAMILY
Free Access Voucher

: _ If you are a member of a Gold Star Family, you will
NATIONAL ! v 2 s need to bring a Gold Star Voucher to present to

2025 - 2026

Valid through December 31, 2026

PARK i ark staff. Voucher on the next page. =)
SERVICE . E iy
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CLICK
OR SCAN : -
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Present this voucher upon arrival, or fold here and leave
this side up on your dashboard at unstaffed sites

L2 2.8 208 88 0888882 eess ettt ssssnssssssssssssssssss st s ot s

VETERAN SPOUSE
NETWORK

Print this page! Know Before You Go
Keep it in a safe place until you are ready to use. With this voucher, entrance fees for the National Park
G A R Y S I N ] S E - Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and standard
A Please read and check box. amenity recreation fees for Bureau of Land Management,
* FOUNDATION +* APPLY HERE Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Army Caorps of Engineers, and
syoweBALL EXPRESS I hereby affirm that | am an eligible next Forest Service sites will be waived for Gold Star Families.
of kin (NOK) of a member of the United
SNOWBALL EXPRESS State_s Armed quc_es w!‘lo lost his or 7&, Valid for qualified holder of the voucher and occupants of
. her life in a qualifying situation, such as "\ asingle, private non-commericial vehicle OR holder of the
Each December, Walt Dlsney World Resort war, an international terrorist attack or a voucher and three persons (16 and older) where per
transforms into a place of healing, hope, and military operation outside of the United PefSOn.fees.are charded.

States while serving in the United States

i ili 3 Pl . Void if altered
celebration for r_munqr_eds of famllles whg have Anmied Ecrces, as Kantifiet in:sections Y Voidifaltere
lost loved ones in military service or as first 3.2 (Qualifying Situations) and 3.3 ¢  Non-Transferable
responders during the annual “Snowball Express” (Eligible NOK) of Department of Defense _ ,
.. . Instruction 1348.36. ¥ Valid photo ID required
program, which is organized through the Gary FACILITATING A NETWORK OF SUPPORT
ini i j i : Representations of th her are prohibited; must sh
Sinise Foundation. The VeBran Snotisa) Nethork (/SN) prevides imillany Print Your First and last Name: * p:}?siztl?vljugesnc e voucher are prohibited; must show
and veteran spouses and families with opportunities to
engage and connect to helpful resources and a community .}h, The voucher does not cover expanded amenity fees,
of support. Our work is guided by the understanding that ' suchas parking fees, camping, special recreation permits,
veteran families rely on strong supportive communities Sign your name below: tours, etc. May not cover organized groups or concession
while facing their unique challenges. operated facilities or activities. Check with the site ahead
of time to find out.
. L Federal law at 18 USC 1001 makes it a crime in any matter within the jurisdiction of any department or agency of the United States for any person knowingly and willfully
MORE IN Fo H ERE - to falsify, conceal, or cover up by any trick, scheme, or device a material fact; to make any materially false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation; or to

make or use any false writing or document knowing that it contains a material false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or entry. Violations of 18 U.S.C. 1001 are
punishable by fines of up to $10,000, imprisonment of up to five years, or both.

2. 8. 0.8 0008800080000 08000000 0000008080800 0880808 e ettt d

CLICKYO WATCH YIDEO
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https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/veterans-and-gold-star-families-free-access.htm
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/veterans-and-gold-star-families-free-access.htm
https://www.garysinisefoundation.org/programs/honoring-families-of-fallen-heroes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLsl_eNp1qU&t=149s
https://garysinisefoundation.my.site.com/application/s/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLsl_eNp1qU&t=149s
https://veteranspousenetwork.org/
https://veteranspousenetwork.org/

WWW.GOLDSTARGAMERS.ORG 501(C) 3 NONPROFIT

GOLO-STAR

READY TO PLAY? AV 1]
S[]UA[] UP. PLAY WITH KIDS WHO GET IT. MILITARY MENTORS GOT YOUR 6. = 5= ENdE 4

planet fitness

*x Kk k k X
HIGH SCHOOL f ; MILITARY

M YOUTH PROGRAMS MISSION=
giigﬁymsEHm PASS lanet BETTER TOGETHER YOUTH

Teens Ages 14-19 f itness _ OUTREACH

Can Work Out Free June
1st Through August 31st. FORTEENS

514-19
- " : 2 UNDER 18 CAN WORK OUT ALONE
Pre-register online or in-club starting May 18th. BUT NEED A PARENT TO SIGN UP

s | G
™
I \J LEAGUE | soco smaw

brought to you by
Gold Star Gamers

5% OPENING WEEKEND | JULy 11 63 22

NBA Summer League

Las Vegas, Nevada

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
OF AMERICA

High School Summer Pass™ is Planet Fitness’ free summer membership that
welcomes high school teens ages 14-19 to work out at any of its more than
2,720+ locations throughout the United States and Canada!

: @ HOW IT WORKS ' | : MISSION: Youth Outreach (MYO)
7 %W EVENT HIGHLIGHTS : 3 b= i iad is dedicated to supporting military
X . > - TEENS AGES 14-19 CAN SIGN UP FOR FREE ONLINE OR IN-CLUB. r o Ly i
| Dreams Come True | ue Courtside seating at an 15 e UNDER 18 NEEDS A PARENT OR GUARDIAN FOR SIGN-UP N VSIS S06E 8 to 18 Wha reaida
—_— - — \ g, . off-installation by providing free or

A > o~ e
— il On-court participation during the
halftime basketball experience

L -y reduced memberships and access
CET HOYINE | to Boys & Girls Club programs that
Gnce Sune | arbves, you a8 s your i-app =9 promote youth development, healthy

digital ciub pazs 1o wark out ol yosr home e Py - T
clubfor FEEE unt equst 3L " living, and social responsibility.

NBA Summer League game A f s \ e @ e

PRE-RECISTER DEWNLOAD THE PF APP

VALY

Gold Star Gamers provides year-round programming for Gold Star children, including virtual mentorship, 4F

STEM education, online social events, gaming tournaments, summer camps, and in-person activations across E
@
ey

Pre-register TOODAY and get ready for a sirong
summed!

Create s account using the same e=ail you

pre-reqisbered with, ihen bead o our viden

libeary to start saving werkouts that fit your
sumimer qoals.

Custom NBA jersey for
participating youth

the country. Our goal is to create safe, engaging spaces where children can build community, develop skills,
and connect with positive mentors and peers who understand their experiences.

Meet & greet with
MENTORSHIP TRAINING CAMPS TOURNAMENTS & celebrity guest host Jeff Leach o

A program pairs each Gold Each summer, weeklong, EVENTS : 7 3 HOSTED BY

Star Gamer with a mentor bootcamp-style training For competitions, each Exclusive prizes and giveaways CALL OF DUTY GHOST

who provides one-on-one camps where up to 12 kids  child is paired with an adult Eamil - 3 "
guidance, encouragement, join virtual half-day sessions military gamer from the STy engageimen Ef”pe_rfe"ce ;p‘i{}{ ﬁ&j{@} | C I
and connection. We also led by a dedicated coach. same branch. Together, they with other Gold Star families V™ LAS VEGAS
grant special requests—like train and compete as a two- ;
gaming equipment—to help person team, meeting for WHO CAN ATTEND Q LOCATION

every child fully participate practice sessions and game Gold Star and veterans and first Las Vegas,

and grow. day—virtually or in person. responder surviving youth and Nevada
their families

GOLDSTARGAMERS.ORG = Jedi Ly Al | @& oA

Military life is ever-changing. VOUR STORY
MCEC is always there

5th Annual Reserve Organization of To Enter
America Children’s Writing Contest the Contest
Click Here!

tuesday’s
!Q‘ children

Programs are designed to support families through community who have been impacted by loss or
iliness related to 9/11 or loss due to post-9/11 military service.

Deadline
June 15th, 2026

Sponsored by the ROA Family
Readiness Support Committee

With various engagements across the country and online, children and adults are welcome to explore
our programs and engage at their own pace. Our dedicated staff works with families to navigate
support and resources available through Tuesday’s Children and partner organizations.

Eligibility:

L) == I ]

g E i | Prizes “in each if your submission is chosen:

Youth M Family Community & / Resource - = ey i o s s

Mentoring W/ Engagements Peer Support Navigation : e =1
Network

In celebration of the 250th Birthday of America, share your story (up to 500
word essay) how your family's military service protects/protected the USA.

SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES


https://www.tuesdayschildren.org/
https://goldstargamers.org/
https://goldstargamers.org/
https://militarychild.org/
https://www.bgca.org/about-us/military/mission-youth-outreach/
https://www.bgca.org/about-us/military/mission-youth-outreach-2025/
https://roa.org/childrens-writing-contest
https://www.planetfitness.com/summerpass/pre-registration
https://www.ourmilitarykids.org/contest/
http://okla.st/4h-kindness

https://www.tuesdayschildren.org/
https://www.tuesdayschildren.org/

nn?zcrtﬂmﬂn:
PREVENTION,'RESILIENCE
AND READINESS
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and security are an important part of supporting
surviving Family members today and in the future. There are
several resources for Families to help them adjust to financial
changes and to plan wisely.

Beneficiary Financial Counseling Service (BFCS)

This service provides Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance beneficiaries with free
advice from Financial Point, an independent company with a team of experts who handle
many types of financial matters. Beneficiaries can access this service online 24/7 to
request a financial plan. *Note: The service is available for two years from the date the
claim is paid; it includes 40 hours of personal counseling and access to the program’s
online resources.

Financial Readiness Program

This program provides general information about military benefits, spending plans,
retirement, TSP, debt repayment, tax planning, identity theft, managing consumer credit,
and consumer safety and rights. The Army’s personal financial counselors and managers
(PFCs and PFMs) offer education. *Note: PFCs and PFMs cannot provide investment
advice. To find a PFC or PFM, visit the Financial Readiness website

HEART Act of 2008

The Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax Act of 2008 (HEART Act Public Law
110-245, §109) allows recipients of a death gratuity and/or SGLI to contribute all or part
of the payments to a Roth IRA and/or a Coverdell Education Savings Account (CESA)

12
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without restrictions on contributions or distributions. Contributions must be made
within one year of receiving the benefits. If you are the recipient of a death gratuity and/
or the SGLI, you can protect and grow these assets for long-term financial security. For
more information, read the

MilTax

Military life can make for tricky taxes. To help, the Defense Department offers MilTax
software through Military OneSource. It takes into account deployments, combat
and training pay, housing and rentals, multistate filings, living OCONUS and more. Visit
the website for more details:

myPay

Survivors who receive annuity pay from the Defense Department can access myPay, the
for the DOD’s Defense Finance and Accounting Service

(DFAS). MyPay provides convenient access to information about your payments and lets

you easily update your account information and submit your annual certification. Those

who provide an email address in myPay can receive important messages from the DFAS

about their account and information from their loved one’s branch of service.

New to myPay?
There is a large menu of Frequently Asked Questions with answers on

. You can browse more Frequently Asked Questions with answers or submit a
question using There are also

Survivor Benefit Plan

The Survivor Benefit Plan is a program the Defense Department sponsors and subsidizes
that provides up to 55 percent of a service member’s retired pay to an eligible beneficiary
after the member dies. The program provides no-cost automatic coverage to active-
duty members and to reserve members who die of a service-connected cause while
performing inactive-duty training. In addition, those on active duty can purchase
coverage upon retirement, and reserve members can receive coverage when they have
20 years of qualifying service for reserve retirement pay.

Army Soldier For Life

Need information about the repeal of the SBP-DIC offset? Please see:

May SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES
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https://finred.usalearning.gov/Money/BudgetingUncertainTimes
https://www.benefits.va.gov/insurance/bfcs.asp
https://www.financialfrontline.org/
https://www.financialfrontline.org/
https://www.armyresilience.army.mil/survivor-outreach-services/pdf/HEART_Act_for_Beneficiaries-OCT_2023.pdf
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/financial-legal/taxes/miltax-military-tax-services/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/financial-legal/taxes/miltax-military-tax-services/
https://finred.usalearning.gov/Money/BudgetingUncertainTimes
https://mypay.dfas.mil/#/
https://mypay.dfas.mil/#/
https://corpweb1.dfas.mil/askDFAS/custMain.action?mid=2
https://www.youtube.com/DFAS
https://soldierforlife.army.mil/Retirement/survivor-benefit-plan
https://www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary/provide/sbp/
https://www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary/survivors/SBP-DIC-News/
https://www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary/survivors/SBP-DIC-News/

gl SPOUSE EDUCATION & CAREER ACCELERATOR EXPANDS
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MILITARY SPOUSES

=
gUNRE ( CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Searchforjobs . Pursue your education - Getnoticed by employers
Build your resume Connect with a career coach Find a Seco event

Education and Career Guidance
to military spouses worldwide
and offers comprehensive
resources and tools for

all stages of your career

growth.

CLICKOR SCAN

HIRING OUR HERS=S

CORPORATE FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

MAY 26 JULY 28 p
JUNE9 AUG11

JUNE23 AUG25 CLICK OR
JULY14 SEPTS8 SCAN

Honoring Heroes: Give an
Hour's Commitment to the
Military & Veteran Community

Give an Hour envisions a society in which every individual is in Just 5 Days
equipped with the knowledge, resources, and opportunities
to take charge of their mental health journey. We promote
self-awareness, self-care, and self-advocacy that empowers
individuals to make informed decisions and actively
participate in their own mental well-being.

SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES

The Military Spouse Career Accelerator connects career-
ready military spouses with paid, 12-week fellowships at
civilian companies across a variety of industries. As part
of the Department of Defense’s Spouse Education and
Career Opportunities (SECO) program, it provides hands-
progression. on experience, professional mentoring and opportunities
to build skills and networks that support long-term career

Designed to help overcome employment challenges tied to
frequent relocations, the program offers meaningful work
experience that can lead to full-time employment. Military
spouses can explore eligibility, application details and
additional career resources through the MySECO portal on
Military OneSource.

(VMSTEP) provides employment readiness assistance,
career-coaching, and outreach to transitioning service

ggiveanhour

Mental Health. For Life.

Current Average:
Access to Support

FT. LEONARD WOOD SURVIVOR OUTREACH OFFICE

DINE & DIAL

FINANCIAL EDUCATIONAL CALL FOR MILITARY SURVIVORS

JULY 15, 2026 - 7PMes

WHY: Many Survivors have asked for assistance in navigating potential resources, including
how to better grasp potential projected positive cash flow opportunities and estate planning
techniques, milestones, and scholarship programs.

WHO: Military Survivors and friends are invited to dial into the next Financial “Dine and Dial” call
and have access to some of the popular past calls that were recorded.

REGISTER HERE WHERE: The Call number is (1-605-475-5910; Access Code 7681905#); the call originates from
Ft. Leonard Wood Survivor Outreach Services. (*6 mutes or unmutes the call) and is a joint
venture between the financial counselors from the Ft. Leonard Wood SOS program, and other
locations.

These calls, held at least quarterly, provide a forum for Military Survivors and friends to

ask questions on education tools and to better understand techniques for identity theft
minimization, saving and investing, estate planning considerations, tax issues, insurance,
potential financial resources, and budgeting concerns in creating financial success and hear
from various guest presenters and other peers.

=—=VMSTEP

Veteran and Military Spouse
Talent Engagement Program

VIRTUAL

- NAVIGATING SURVIVOR
MRS IB BENEFITS AND RESOURCES & AN oii

The Department of Veterans Affairs Veteran and
Military Spouse Talent Engagement Program

TOGETHER ’*" ' SOURCE

DoD Survivor Symposium

JUNE 12 | NOON-3 P.M. EST

WWW.VAFORVETS.VA.GOV/ .Ei © REGISTERHERE PP

SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES

members, Veterans, and Military Spouses while
participating in outreach events world-wide.

VA ‘@1 U.S. Department
W) of Veterans Affairs


https://www.militaryonesource.mil/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/casualty-mortuary-affairs/casualty-assistance/survivor-symposium-series/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/casualty-mortuary-affairs/casualty-assistance/survivor-symposium-series/
https://www.vaforvets.va.gov/
https://www.hiringourheroes.org/career-services/fellowships/
https://events.hiringourheroes.org/?_gl=1*d43yqa*_gcl_au*MTgzMDgzNzAwNy4xNzY4MzM2MzAx*_ga*MTU2NjE3NTU2MC4xNzY4MzM2MzAx*_ga_H72NE4YHYY*czE3NjgzMzYzMDAkbzEkZzEkdDE3NjgzMzYzODYkajM1JGwwJGgw
https://myseco.militaryonesource.mil/portal/article/career-accelerator-military-spouse
https://myseco.militaryonesource.mil/portal/article/career-accelerator-military-spouse
https://giveanhour.org/
https://giveanhour.org/

S[SAHE STREET

Mlllfary
Families

MILITARY

ONI= BEREAVEMENT CAMPS:
SOURCE A PLACE TO GRIEVE AND HEAL

ORSCAN

2) Q
R oF oo, WS

CHAPLAINS REFLECT ON
HELPING FAMILIES
THROUGH GRIEF

When a loved one dies, children (and

grown-ups) often struggle with loneliness.

But there are people to help support and
lift you and your family up during difficult
times. In this video, military chaplains
share their experiences working with
grieving families. Before pressing ‘play,
take a moment to think about some of the
people in your life who support you and
your family.

CLICKT TCH VIDEO

the gift of listening.

SUGAR BEAR FOUNDATION
The Sugar Bear Foundation supports
Gold Star surviving spouses and children of fallen

U.S. military personnel by offering career, educational,
financial literacy, and health-focused programs designed
to help meet their ongoing needs and foster well-being
in honor of Lieutenant Colonel Mario “Sugar Bear”
Carazo’s legacy.

/\
DUUGY The National Grief Center

ceNnTeRr | for Children & Families

THE NATIONAL GRIEF CENTER FOR
CHILDREN & FAMILIES

Dougy Center provides support in a safe place where
children, teens, young adults, and families who are
grieving can share their experiences before and after a
death. We provide support and training locally, nationally,
and internationally to individuals and organizations
seeking to assist children in grief.

FALLEN"HER®

HO2 722079

Fallen Hero Portraits creates custom oil portraits of fallen heroes and
presents them free of charge to Gold Star families as a gift of comfort
and peace. These portraits are made possible through generous

sponsorships and the support of those who contribute to the project.

REQUEST A PAINTING

16 SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES 2026

The following camps and programs work to provide grieving children with a comfortable place to
talk about their emotions and feel understood:

COMFORT ZONE CAMP - Free bereavement camps (in-person and virtual) for kids ages 7-17
who've lost a parent, sibling or caregiver.

THE DOUGY CENTER - Peer support groups, education and training for grieving children, teens,
young adults and families.

ELUNA - CAMP ERIN - Free weekend camps for children in military families, blending traditional
camp fun with grief support.

TAPS GOOD GRIEF CAMPS & FAMILY CAMPS - Camps nationwide pairing young survivors with
military and veteran mentors who understand loss.

SNOWBALL EXPRESS - All-expenses-paid December experience creating joy and connection for
children of fallen post-9/11 service members. ~ CrEa

X

PROJECT COMMON BOND (TUESDAY’S CHILDREN) - Camps and retreats for teens and young
adults impacted by terrorism, focused on healing and leadership.

SOFWOLF - Summer outdoor leadership, college and career program for teens of fallen Special
Operations Forces service members.

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS

Retreats and seminars are available for adults as well. They connect survivors with other adults
who have lost loved ones and teach them coping skills. Consult “THE DAYS AHEAD” resource for
a more complete list of support organizations.

If you're feeling overwhelmed by grief, contact one of the following services at any time:

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS BEREAVEMENT COUNSELING
Military OneSource consultants at 800-342-9647 for CONUS, or view overseas calling options

Military OneSource’s confidential counseling service, available face to face, online, through video
chat or by phone

May SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES 17


https://sesamestreetformilitaryfamilies.org/topic/grief/?ytid=a2VpflpbOmk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ihSoLsakiE
https://www.comfortzonecamp.org/
https://www.dougy.org/
https://elunanetwork.org/
https://www.taps.org/youthprograms/camps#ggc
https://www.garysinisefoundation.org/snowball-express/
https://www.tuesdayschildren.org/news-press/project-common-bond/
https://www.sofwolf.org/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/documents/the-days-ahead-essential-papers-english-version-d33/
https://www.vetcenter.va.gov/bereavement_counseling.asp
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/resources/tools/international-calling-options/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/confidential-counseling/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/casualty-mortuary-affairs/bereavement-grief/bereavement-camps-a-place-to-grieve-and-heal/
https://www.dougy.org/
https://www.dougy.org/
https://www.thesugarbearfoundation.org/resources
https://www.thesugarbearfoundation.org/resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ihSoLsakiE
https://www.fallenheroportraits.com/request-a-portrait.php
https://www.fallenheroportraits.com/

Support for All Ej: &

DIAL 988 then PRESS @

Who Serve

The Military Crisis Line is a free, confidential resource

for all service members, including members of the
National Guard and Reserve, and Veterans, even if

they're not enrolled in VA benefits or health care.

. Dial 988 then Press 1

HEART Act @ By

~pl 5 ITLINE
What beneficiaries need to know c@m | FRONTLINE

Death Gratuity / Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance (SGLI)
CLICK OR SCAN

The time following the loss of your Soldier is extremely difficult. In addition to dealing with grief, you may
be faced with financial insecurity and the need to make decisions about the survivor benefits you will
receive. Your Soldier designated beneficiaries for the death gratuity and SGLI to provide financial
stability. Recipients of these benefits can protect their finances by using provisions of the HEART Act.

Banner Campaign honoring United States Military Personnel who have

A M ER | CA N given their lives in the War On Terror in Afghanistan and Iraq, and the
HERnE S families they leave behind, through our banner campaign.

When the family of a Fallen Hero contacts us, we request they send us a
photo and the remembrance information they would like to appear on the
TRIBUTE banner. In this way, the family designs the banner for their loved one.

We then engage our Veteran-Owned Small Business printer-partner that
produces the 3’ X 9’ banner that we keep in our inventory to display at
the 15-20 events that we support each year. The display of the banners at
these events is how we keep the Fallen Heroes in the public eye to honor,

CLICK OR celebrate and preserve their memory.

SCAN We also produce an 18” X 54” Commemorative size banner that we

present to the family that they can display when and where they wish.

SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES

S APS

Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors

SEMINARS & MILITARY SURVIVOR EVENTS

32nd Annual National Military Survivor
Seminar and Good Grief Camp

May 21 - 25, 2026

Arlington, VA

Southwest Regional Military Survivor
Seminar and Good Grief Camp

July 17 - 19, 2026

Scottsdale, AZ

National Military Suicide Loss Survivor

Seminar and Good Grief Camp — .
August 14 - 16, 2026 SEMINARS EVENTS ONLINE GROUPS
San Antonio, Texas Hpsspsorgisemes emerreatagonyeal Evanial oty o rue

SURVIVOR ACCESS CARD

Eligible surviving spouses can have unescorted access

to military installations so they can receive benefits they
are entitled to by law or policy. Next of kin to a covered
member of the Army may also access military installations
in accordance with the National Defense Authorization

Act (NDAA) of Fiscal Year (FY) 2018. See Section 626. o
Bms R

SU RVI\.-'O R

If eligible next of kin do not have a military ID card, they
will need the Army Survivor Access Card. With this card,
next of kin can access services and attend events and
memorials. To get or renew a Survivor Access Card,

complete the APPLICATION FOR SURVIVOR ACCESS ;&x
CARD (IMCOM Form 44) and submit the formto a =
survivor outreach services coordinator. This is the first SURVIVOR ACCESS CARD

step to getting a card.

This post//joint base is honored to issue the Survivor Access Card.
For more information, speak with a Support Coordinator at your local

Survivor Cutreach Services office.

CLICK ORSCAN

SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES



https://www.armyresilience.army.mil/survivor-outreach-services/pages/installation-access.html
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help-now/military-crisis-line/
https://americanheroestribute.us/
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help-now/military-crisis-line/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nweo56-O8_w
https://www.taps.org/
https://www.taps.org/seminars
https://www.taps.org/events/?category=all
https://www.taps.org/Events/?category=Online+Groups
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nweo56-O8_w
https://www.armyresilience.army.mil/survivor-outreach-services/pdf/HEART_Act_for_Beneficiaries-OCT_2023.pdf
https://www.armyresilience.army.mil/survivor-outreach-services/pdf/HEART_Act_for_Beneficiaries-OCT_2023.pdf
https://americanheroestribute.us/

SURVIVOR ASSISTANCE

Aimee & Craig
Grants are available to surviving Families through
transition periods or initial periods of adjustment
while awaiting government entitlements such as
Survivor Benefits, Social Security, VA or

ARMY
EMERGENCY .-'.\
RELIEF
b ' Dependency and Indemnity Compensation to

& " commence,

/—«\ / SURVIVOR MONTHLY _ ] |
SUBSISTENCE service member’s death. The policy for

] & When survivors have an ongoing situation of our final relocation is contained in The
AER U RVIVOR inadequate income to meet basic needs, a monthly ﬁoint Travel Requlations (JTR) Section
ASS I STANC E pROG RA M allowance may be provided. Assistance is only g 2
provided when all other personal, local, state and ®511®4
federal resources have been exhausted.

You may be authorized one relocation

AER Survivor Assistance grants

are intended to help Army ELIGIBILITY r
Families following a Soldier’s or * Spouse with valid dependent military ID
retired Soldier’s passing. The card who has not remarried
program has two components:
* Dependent child with valid military ID
Survivor Assistance card
Survivor Monthly Subsistence % Survivor must have been dependent at

Program the time of death of the Soldier/retired
Soldier
“Il am so grateful to the folks at AER for coming
through for me during the most tragic experience % Dual-military surviving spouse
of my life. The organization came through with a
grant that relieved me from one less thing o worry | o Unmarried dependent child younger than -
abautin tie:dagis ofimly priet: 26 enrolled in an accredited institution of

Aimee higher learning
Army surviving spouse

AERHQ.org | 866-878-6378
Go to aerhq.orglassistance, E 3 E 2530 Crystal Dr., Suite 13161
email assistance@aerhg.org or K" Arlington, VA 22202

scan the QR code for more
i@y o

information on this program. E_
5
[ =

AER !

OSBR

ONLINE SURVIVOR BENEFITS REPORT

U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

VA

If you’re the surviving spouse, child, or
parent of a service member who died in the
line of duty, or the survivor of a Veteran who
died from a service-related injury or illness,
you may be able to get a tax-free monetary
benefit called VA Dependency and Indemnity
Compensation (DIC). Find out if you can get
VA benefits or compensation.

When a service member in active-duty status dies, the
casualty assistance officer provides an initial Online
Survivor Benefits Report to eligible surviving spouses,
children and guardians of eligible family members. The
OSBR summarizes current financial benefits and
projects future benefits from all federal sources,
including the Defense Department, the Department

of Veterans Affairs and the Social Security
Administration. In addition to reviewing the initial
OSBR with the survivor, the CAO lets them know
about the interactive OSBR, which survivors can
access anytime using their DS Logon/myAuth.

HOW TO ACCESS

SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES

FIND OUT MORE

THE FINAL MOVE

move at government expense that must
be completed within three years of your

‘5\« LL ¢

Utah Fallen Warrior Recognition: Ceremony was held on 13 February 2026 at the State Capitol,
successfully honored 15 Fallen Warriors with 100% family participation. This high-visibility event,
supported by Governor Cox and Lt. Gov. Henderson, leveraged a “whole-of-government” approach
by uniting the 88th RD Survivor Outreach Support Coordinator Lavern Butler and National Guard
representatives along with Department of Veterans Affairs. A pivotal moment of the ceremony was
the intentional reframing of the term “Survivor” by the SOS team; rather than a label of tragedy,

it was presented as a badge of strength, resilience, and continued legacy. This shift in narrative
directly bolstered survivor trust and reinforced the state’s enduring commitment to those who carry
forward the memory of our fallen service members.

The execution phase reached its peak as families were formally escorted to both the House
and Senate floors for dual-chamber legislative recognition. As names of the 15 Fallen Warriors—
representing the Army, Air Force, Navy, and Marines—were read aloud, the full legislative body
stood in a unified show of respect, marking a significant achievement in state-level ceremonial
honors. Beyond the immediate emotional impact, the event achieved critical strategic effects:

it elevated the visibility of Survivor Outreach Services at the highest levels of government and
solidified the interagency partnership between federal and state stakeholders. This successful
engagement serves as a benchmark for demonstrating how ceremonial dignity can be used to
advance long-term institutional support and mission accomplishment.

Survivor = Strength

Survivor = Legacy

Survivor = Courage

Survivor = Continued Service

KEY MESSAGE
DELIVERED
BY SOS TEAM:

SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES



http://aerhq.org/assistance/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/resources/millife-guides/the-final-move/
https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/survivor-compensation/dependency-indemnity-compensation/
https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/survivor-compensation/dependency-indemnity-compensation/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/benefits/online-survivor-benefits-reports/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/benefits/online-survivor-benefits-reports/

Major Cody A. Khork 14 Endowed ROTC Scholarship

TRAVIS MANION FOUNDATION
SURVIVOR EXPEDITIONS

TMF Service Expeditions are 4-7 day, service-
based trips for surviving family members of

fallen military heroes. These experiences SU.I'ViVOI' BeneﬁtS

bring families together to connect with others

who understand their loss, honor their loved and Se FV1Cces

ones through meaningful service, and build
community and personal growth. A guide to eligibility, financial, educational, and health resources.

Open to spouses, parents, siblings, and
children who are at least two years removed
from their loss, Expeditions take place in
locations such as Alaska, Montana, Texas,
Arizona, and Puerto Rico. Participants

work on projects like disaster recovery,
conservation, and community improvement
in partnership with local nonprofits, creating
a lasting impact while carrying forward their
loved one’s legacy of service.

February 2026 Edition

The Major Cody A. Khork 14 Endowed ROTC Scholarship has been
established at Florida Southern College by Major Khork's family and
friends to honor his life, service, and sacrifice. Created in his memory,
this scholarship will support future cadets in Florida Southern’s ROTC
Moccasin Battalion who demonstrate the leadership, character, and
commitment to service that defined Cody'’s life.

A proud Florida Southern alumnus, Cody was a political science major and
member of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity. His leadership, integrity,

. m: " \:ﬁ:?\lll B ! " iR ¥ —= 4 and devotion to others left a lastin i
\ oY | | g mark on the College community.
I D C d rd U p d ate fO r Re marri Ed S urvivin g S po uses N, O P B Through this scholarship, his legacy will continue to inspire and support

PieN

partmeT of War .y — . generations of Moccasin cadets who strive to lead with the same honor
' ) and sense of purpose that guided Cody's life.

New Policy

To support the Major Cody A. Khork 14 Endowed
ROTC Scholarship, please scan the QR code to

; - 5% ; i . = donate or contact Heather Pharris, vice president
Effective Sept. 30, 2025, remarried surviving spouses of deceased service membetsncluding AFEOM  for advancement, at 863-680-4754. P

active duty, National Guard and reserve—are eligible for commissary, exchange and MWR
privileges under Section 633 of the fiscal year 2024 National Defense Authorization Act and Title 10, M I L I TA RY

USC, Section 1062.
To get a Uniformed Services ID card: I 7
-

[

800-342-9647 | OCONUS Calling Options E}

.‘.':_T:‘.__\ MILITARY
(%-“%—jz‘ ‘ ON!=SOURCE

* Update your DEERS record under the deceased sponsor.
= Complete DD Form 11722.

= Bring two valid IDs (one governmenssued photo ID) and schedule an appointment via

Surviving Family Member Inquiry Form

This form is for survivors of active-duty deaths to submit their questions and/or concerns.
By filling out this form, the War Department can better serve you and provide a response. A
[
DOV

confirming your information was received,

asualty Assistance program manager will contact you within five business days

the RAPIDS Locator.
AND/OR f’
CONCERNS? CLICK
DOW Survivor Symposium MILITARY Po D C AST MILITARY ONESOURCE OR SCAN
Nawgating suw.-"uc-r benefits and resources tlogether ONESOURCE SURVI\I/II\I'\(IQ(EJEQ\I\(AII:gR'\I\/}IEMBER
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jox5xOlNyDk
https://www.travismanion.org/our-programs/survivor-expeditions
https://www.travismanion.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jox5xOlNyDk
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/military-basics/new-to-the-military/military-id-and-cac-cards-for-military-community/
https://www.va.gov/SURVIVORS/images/SBB_February_2026_Digital_Edition.pdf
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/resources/podcasts/military-onesource/
https://www.flsouthern.edu/alumni-and-giving/giving/major-cody-a-khork-endowed-rotc-scholarship
https://public.militaryonesource.mil/survivor-inquiry
https://public.militaryonesource.mil/survivor-inquiry

Education Benefits for Survivors

December 2025

As a Surviving spouse or child, you can use benefits from multiple sources
to continue your education. Benefits may cover the costs of tuition, fees,

books, supplies and even living expenses.

Who provides + The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
education « Veteran service organizations (VSOs) and other non-profit organizations.
benefits for « State governments, including public colleges and universities.
Survivors? ° Individual schools, colleges and universities.
VA VA educational benefits can be used for business, technical or vocational programs;
Education \ ~ : \ certification tests; apprenticeships and on-the-job training; tutorial assistance and
Benefits work-study programs, as well as programs in colleges and universities.

VA benefits for all surviving
spouses and children

Dependents’ Educational Assistance
(DEA)

Up to Must be used
36 months of within 20 years.
benefits.

Marine Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry Scholarship
(Fry Scholarship)

Upto Surviving children who The age limitation is
36 months of became eligible before removed if the child
benefits. January 1, 2013, may use became eligible after

this benefit until age 33. January 1, 2013.

Some Survivors may qualify for Veterans Educational Assistance Program (VEAP)
or Montgomery Gl Bill (MGIB), if the service member participated in those
programs, or the Post-9/11 GI-Bill, if the service member transferred benefits to a
spouse and/or child before their death.

If you remarry, you'll keep your eligibility for the Fry Scholarship if you qualified
for this education benefit through your previous marriage. If you had unused Fry
Scholarship benefits that expired, you may be able to restore those benefits to

use anytime after January 2, 2025, even if you've remarried. To get your benefits
restored, you'll need to apply again using VA Form 22-5490. Surviving children must
use benefits before age 26. Other restrictions may apply.

ST
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DEA or (B 4

Fry Scholarship?

A Surviving child whose parent died before
August 1, 2011, may use both the Fry Scholarship
and DEA, one program at a time. Combined
benefits can fund up to 81 months of education.

A child whose parent died after July 31, 20T,

and Surviving spouses widowed on or after
September 11, 2001, must make an irrevocable
decision of which benefit (DEA or Fry) they wish
to receive.

A comparison chart for Survivors with both DEA
and Fry Scholarship eligibility is located on the
VA website. The web address is included in the
Links list below.

To receive VA educational benefits, you must
attend a VA approved school. Listings are
continuously updated. Verify your school’s
eligibility for funding at the web address
included in the Links list on the next page.

2026

DEA: https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/education-and-careers/dependents-education-
assistance/

Fry Scholarship: https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/education-and-careers/fry-
scholarship/

DEA/Fry Comparison: https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/education-and-careers/
VEAP: https://www.yva.gov/education/other-va-education-benefits/veap/

MGIB: https://www.va.gov/education/about-gi-bill-benefits/

Post-9/11 GI Bill: https://www.va.gov/education/transfer-post-9-11-gi-bill-benefits/

VA-Approved Schools: https://www.va.gov/education/choosing-a-school/

VSOs/MSOs: https://www.va.gov/resources/va-accredited-representative-faqs/

State Education Benefits:
www.military.com/education/money-for-school/state-veteran-benefits.html

https://www.ed.gov/higher-education/paying-college

Schools, Colleges and Universities:
https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/training/find-scholarships.aspx

Department of Education’s College Navigator site:
https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/

DID YOU VERIFY YOUR ENROLLMENT THIS MONTH ?

Don’t forget! As of January 2026, all Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) education beneficiaries,
including Survivors’ and Dependents’ Educational Assistance (Chapter 35) students, must verify their
enrollment each month to receive benefit payments.

When it comes to verifying, you have options for what works best for you - verify via text, email, online, or
through Ask VA. For more information visit: https://www.va.gov/education/verify-school-enroliment/

Survivors who receive annuity pay from the Defense Department can access myPay, the online pay
management system for the DOD’s Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS). MyPay provides

convenient access to information about your payments and lets you easily update your account
information and submit your annual certification. Those who provide an email address in myPay can
receive important messages from the DFAS about their account and information from their loved one’s
branch of service. There is a large menu of Frequently Asked Questions with answers on how to use
myPay. You can browse more Frequently Asked Questions with answers or submit a question using
AskDFAS. There are also helpful videos on using myPay. 25



https://www.usar.army.mil/Portals/98/Documents/Family%20Programs/SOS/New%20to%20myPay%20Get%20Started%20Instructions%20%202019%20PDF.PDF?ver=2019-07-08-135223-390
https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/education-and-careers/dependents-education-assistance/
https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/education-and-careers/dependents-education-assistance/
https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/education-and-careers/fry-scholarship/

https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/education-and-careers/fry-scholarship/

https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/education-and-careers/
https://www.va.gov/education/other-va-education-benefits/veap/

https://www.va.gov/education/about-gi-bill-benefits/

https://www.va.gov/education/transfer-post-9-11-gi-bill-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/education/choosing-a-school/

https://www.va.gov/resources/va-accredited-representative-faqs/
http://www.military.com/education/money-for-school/state-veteran-benefits.html

https://www.ed.gov/higher-education/paying-college

https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/training/find-scholarships.aspx

https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
https://www.va.gov/education/verify-school-enrollment/
https://finred.usalearning.gov/Money/BudgetingUncertainTimes
https://finred.usalearning.gov/Money/BudgetingUncertainTimes
https://mypay.dfas.mil/#/
https://mypay.dfas.mil/#/
https://corpweb1.dfas.mil/askDFAS/custMain.action?mid=2
https://www.youtube.com/DFAS
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On the 25th anniversary of the September 11th tragedy, St. Louis will once again
host the poignant and powerful Flags of Valor tribute on Art Hill in Forest Park. This
moving event, scheduled for the week of September 5th to September 14th, 2026,
will honor the brave men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice.

A SEA OF HONOR

The heart of the tribute is a breathtaking
display of over 7600 American flags,
blanketing the iconic Art Hill. Each flag stands
in solemn tribute to a U.S. service member
killed in the line of duty since 9/11. The flags are
meticulously arranged in chronological order
based on the date of their passing, creating a
visual timeline of sacrifice.

To personalize this tribute, each flag is adorned
with a photograph and dog tag of the fallen
hero, inviting visitors to connect with the
individual stories of courage and loss.

A COMMUNITY OF REMEMBRANCE

The Flags of Valor event is made possible
through the efforts of America’s Heartland
Remembers, a non-profit organization, and
the dedication of hundreds of volunteers who
come together to set up and take down the
massive display.

The event is open to the public, providing an
opportunity for people of all ages to learn
about the significance of 9/11 and honor the
fallen.

EXPERIENCE THE TRIBUTE

For those who wish to understand the
profound impact of this event, a 2022 Emmy
Award-winning video captures the spirit of
the 2021 tribute. The video showcases the
powerful sight of volunteers placing the flags
and the emotional experience of walking
among them, with the gentle clinking of dog
tags serving as a somber reminder of the
lives lost. You can find this and other videos
and information by searching for “Flags of
Valor StL” or by visiting their website: www.
flagsofvalorstl.com E - 'E

/'}

CLICK
ORSCAN
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This tribute is a testament to the enduring
respect and gratitude for the sacrifices made
by our service members and their families.
Itis a shared passion for reverent respect, a
sentiment echoed by the wife of a community
member , who herself was captured in a
photo of the tribute, sharing in the deep
respect for the families of the fallen.

9/11/2026 and the days of 9/5 to 9/14 week
prior will be next event of this . You may
appreciate the link to the 2022 Emmy Award
Winner video that showed the Hundreds

of Flags of Valor volunteers placing more
than 7,600 flags on St. Louis’ Art Hill prior to
9/11/2021 to pay tribute to the members of
the United States Servicemembers killed

in the line of duty since 9/11. Each flag bore
the photograph and dog tag of one of those
brave men and women who made the ultimate
sacrifice. Standing witness to the display, we
hear the whisper flags and the clinking of dog
tags asking to be read, to be remembered.

You can google and see other links to videos
of the event. https://hecmedia.org/posts/
flags-of-valor-art-hill

AMERICAS

HEARTLAND REMEMBERS

Please share with those who you feel may be
inspired by it. This tribute will be again done
the week prior. and on 9/11/2026 to mark
the 25th anniversary of the 9/11 tragedy and
like in 2016 and 2021, https://hecmedia.org/
posts/flags-of-valor-art-hill

Mark Joseph Dunlop, MSFS, MSM, CEBS® CFP® ChFC® AFC® AEP®
Survivor Outreach Financial Counselor, Fort Leonard Wood

Mark Dunlop’s wife of 40 years sharing the same passion
of reverend respect for the families.

May SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES

27



http://www.flagsofvalorstl.com

http://www.flagsofvalorstl.com

https://hecmedia.org/posts/flags-of-valor-art-hill
https://hecmedia.org/posts/flags-of-valor-art-hill
https://www.flagsofvalorstl.com

AMERICAN

GOLD STAR MANOR

THE 2026 APPLICATION PERIOD IS NOW OPEN.
THE 2026 GRANT CYCLE WILL END ON 12/31/2026

website for more info.
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call 360-460-7848.

American Gold Star Manor offers the Housing Assistance Grant to help
support housing stability for Gold Star parents. This grant provides
temporary financial assistance through short-term rental or mortgage
support. Grants may cover up to three months of rent or mortgage
payments, not to exceed $5,000. Check their eligibility list on their

Email CPTJosephHouse@cjhf.org or

ﬁ
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CPT JOSEPH HOUSE RESPITE OPPORTUNITY FOR GOLD STAR FAMILIES
Captain Joseph House is now open and welcoming Gold Star Families for
respite weeks at no cost. Located in a restored 1910 home, CJH offers a safe,
peaceful, home-away-from-home where families can connect

with others who understand a similar journey. See if you're

/"}
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SUPPORTING OUR MILITARY FAMILIES:
EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE AND SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES

The Employee Assistance Program (EAP),
working alongside Survivor Outreach Services
(SOY9), provides comprehensive and confidential
support tailored to the surviving family members of
deceased military personnel. Understanding that
the loss of a loved one brings profound emotional
and practical challenges, these programs offer
dedicated, long-term assistance to help navigate
life’s complexities. Eligible family members

gain access to a wide range of vital resources,
including grief and bereavement counseling,
crisis intervention, short-term problem solving,
and referrals to specialized behavioral health
professionals. The core mission of these services
is to ensure that families remain continually
connected to the military community, honoring
the service and sacrifice of their loved ones by
delivering compassionate care during difficult life
transitions.

Navigating these support networks is made easier
through dedicated advocates and Employee
Assistance Program Liaisons (EAPLs) who serve
as direct points of contact for surviving families.
These professionals assist with everything

from emotional wellness referrals to navigating
administrative requirements, such as coordinating
essential documentation and benefit updates with
the Defense Finance and Accounting Service
(DFAS). To learn more about the available EAP
and SOS resources, or to request confidential
assistance, surviving family members within the
United States Army Reserve Command (USARC)
are highly encouraged to reach out via the
dedicated group e-mail at usarmy.usarc.usarc-
hg.mbx.employee-assistance-program@army.
mil. Reaching out ensures that families seamlessly
receive the individualized care, benefit guidance,
and emotional support they rightfully deserve.

As a retiree, the sooner you alert the Defense Finance
and Accounting Service (DFAS) to any life change
that might affect your pay, the timelier and more
accurate your pay will be. Keeping your account
updated includes making sure your mailing address,
email address, banking information, allotments, tax
withholding status, and beneficiary choices are current.

LiEAS

DEFENSE FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING SERVICES

Be sure to report any change of life events as soon as

they happen. These life-changing events might include: Report a Retiree’s Death

Start an SBP Annuity
= Moving Manage Your SBP Annuity
= Marriage or Remarriage SBP-DIC News
= Divorce SBP2023 Optional Child Annuity Reversion

Understanding SBP, DIC and SSIA
School Certifications
Powers of Attorney/Third Party
Representatives for Annuitants
Starting SBP for Gray-Area Reservist
Report SBP Annuitant’s Death
Survivor Benefit and Arrears of Pay FAQs

= Birth or adoption of a child
= Death of a spouse or child
= Direct Deposit account changes

Some changes, especially those regarding Survivor
Benefit Plan (SBP) coverage, have a one-year time
limit, so it is very important that you notify DFAS

of life-changing events when they happen. And
when you notify us, be sure to include photocopies

of supporting documents, such as birth or marriage
certificates.

DFAS Survivor SBP Newsletter
FIND OUT MORE
Now it's easier than ever to keep your SBP account
up to date. If you are making a change to your SBP
coverage because of a life event, you can use our new
Form Wizard to assist you in completing the DD Form 2656-6, SBP Election Change Certificate, found
at: https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/forms/dd/dd2656-6.pdf.

We also have a Form Wizard to assist you with the DD Form 2894, found at: https://www.esd.whs.
mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/forms/dd/dd2894.pdf to update your Arrears of Pay (AOP) (last
paycheck) beneficiary.

When using DD Form 2894 Form Wizard to complete your form, you can take advantage of a fully
online experience with electronic signature, and a convenient one-click upload to AskDFAS.

In addition, if you have a question about your account, you can now submit your question via our new
AskDFAS online “Ask a Question” tool instead of needing to call our Customer Care Center during
business hours. You'll get a response via AskDFAS that you can check when it’s convenient for you.

You can also update your mailing address using our convenient AskDFAS online tool.

Keeping your contact information updated is key to staying informed. DFAS occasionally sends out
correspondence regarding changes in the law that affect your pay.

DFAS continues to develop helpful tools and information to make managing your account easier. Find
out more on our Quick Tools webpage at https://www.dfas.mil/RetiredMilitary/Quick-Tools-for-
Retirees-SBP-Annuitants-Survivors/.
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Event: 32nd Annual National Military Survivor Seminar and Good Grief Camp

Organization: Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS)

Location: Hyatt Regency Crystal City, Arlington, Virginia

Dates: Memorial Day Weekend 2026

Representatives: U.S. Army Reserve 88th Readiness Division; Lavern Butler and Alberta Priewe,
Survivor Outreach Services (SOS) Support Coordinators

PURPOSE

The Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS) hosted the 32nd Annual National Military
Survivor Seminar and Good Grief Camp during Memorial Day Weekend. The event brought together
surviving military family members, military mentors, casualty assistance professionals, veterans
service organizations, and subject matter experts from across the nation. The mission of TAPS is to
provide compassionate care and comprehensive resources to all those grieving the loss of a military
loved one. Their guiding message throughout the event was to “Remember the Love, Celebrate the
Life, and Share the Journey.”

SURVIVOR OUTREACH SERVICES PARTICIPATION

Survivor Outreach Services (SOS) participated as a Resource Village partner, providing information,
referral services, outreach, and case coordination support to surviving family members. The Resource
Village serves as a centralized location where survivors can access experts in military benefits,
advocacy, education, survivor services, entitlements, veteran affairs, and military family support
programs.

As Resource Village subject matter experts, Ms. Priewe and Ms. Butler met individually with survivors
to assess needs, answer questions, provide referrals, and connect family members with their assigned
SOS Coordinators and other support agencies.

KEY OUTCOMES

During the event, we received and spoke with over 100 survivor referrals. Many survivors were
unaware of who their local SOS Coordinator was, while others had recently relocated and had not yet
established contact with their new SOS office. Several survivors shared that they had been actively
engaged with TAPS but were unfamiliar with Survivor Outreach Services and the long-term support
available through SOS.

Additionally, several surviving family members attending the seminar had experienced the loss of their
service members within the previous 30 days. These survivors were connected with appropriate
support services and provided information regarding available resources and benefits.

RESOURCE VILLAGE PARTNERS
The Resource Village featured numerous federal agencies, military service representatives, and
nonprofit organizations supporting military survivors, including:

Air Force Family Forever Program

Department of the Army Casualty and Mortuary Affairs
Military Funeral Honors Program

Department of Veterans Affairs Office of Survivors Assistance
Gold Star Wives of America

Fort Belvoir Judge Advocate General (JAG) Office
Marine Corps Long-Term Assistance Program

Money Management International

TRICARE East

TRICARE West

Tuesday’s Children

Additional military and veteran support organizations

“Remember the Love, Celebrale the Life, and ofhare the Jowiney.”




OBSERVATIONS ARMY RESERVE

The Resource Village provided an excellent opportunity for networking, collaboration, and relationship FAMILY PROGRAMS
building among organizations serving military survivors. The event demonstrated the importance o sl i
of maintaining strong partnerships to ensure survivors receive timely, accurate, and compassionate

support. RD & MSC

One particularly meaningful interaction involved a survivor over the age of 6@ who shared stories
about continuing to ride his motorcycle and traveling to visit family members and fellow survivors. He DIRECTORS &

expressed how maintaining those connections helps him remain engaged with the military community COORDINATO RS

and honor the memory of his loved one. Conversations such as these highlighted the resilience of
CONTACT ROSTER

military survivors and the enduring value of community support.
Throughout the seminar, survivors shared stories of healing, remembrance, and personal growth.
DIRECTOR or
COORDINATOR

While grief remains a lifelong journey, many attendees spoke about finding hope, purpose, and
connection through organizations such as TAPS and Survivor Outreach Services.

families. Through collaboration, outreach, and compassionate care, organizations such as TAPS and R E G I 0 N

Survivor Outreach Services help ensure that no survivor walks their journey alone.

VAl hes MDMA 1sted ON IHE MAI

mental health therapy trial
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE AB OV E
INTERACTIVE ON DESKTOP ONLY

STATE NAME OFFICE CELL EMAIL

ASSESSMENT
The seminar successfully connected survivors with critical resources, benefits information, and
support networks. Participation by Survivor Outreach Services increased awareness of SOS
programs and strengthened coordination with survivors who had not previously established contact
with their assigned coordinators.

The event reinforced the importance of proactive outreach, continued collaboration with community
partners, and maintaining visibility within survivor-focused programs and events.

RECOMMENDATION
Continue participation in future TAPS National Military Survivor Seminars and Good Grief Camps to

strengthen survivor engagement, improve awareness of SOS services, facilitate referrals, and expand
partnerships with agencies supporting Gold Star Families and military survivors nationwide.

CONCLUSION
The 32nd Annual National Military Survivor Seminar and Good Grief Camp provided a meaningful
opportunity to support survivors, strengthen partnerships, and honor the sacrifices of our military

May 26,2026 11:00 am
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https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-launches-mdma-assisted-mental-health-therapy-trial/

ARMY RESERVE
FAMILY PROGRAMS

Connecting Soldiers - Families - Communities

HOW DID WE DO?

FEEL FREE TO LET US KNOW ANY FEEDBACK ALONG WITH
IDEAS FOR FUTURE QUARTERLY NEWSLETTERS

MR. CURTIS KEMP
CURTIS.LKEMP.CIV@ARMY.MIL

MR. NOAH SMITH
NOAH.N.SMITH9.CTR@ARMY.MIL

DISCLAIMER: THE US ARMY RESERVE FAMILY PROGRAMS SURVIVOR OUTREACH
NEWSLETTER IS FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY. IT PROVIDES FAMILY
READINESS RESOURCES, EVENT INFORMATION AND EDUCATIONAL ARTICLES AS A
RESOURCE TO OUR SOLDIERS, FAMILIES AND DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY CIVILIANS.

OFTEN THESE ARTICLES COME FROM SOURCES OUTSIDE OF OUR ORGANIZATION.
ALTHOUGH ALL OF THE ARTICLES HAVE BEEN SELECTED FOR THEIR CONTENT, THE
PUBLISHING OF SUCH ARTICLES WITHIN THIS NEWSLETTER DOES NOT CONSTITUTE
A RECOMMENDATION OR ENDORSEMENT OF THE COMMUNITY PARTNERS.

DOD 4525.8-M: THIS NEWSLETTER CONTAINS OFFICIAL AND UNOFFICIAL
INFORMATION: THE INCLUSION OF SOME UNOFFICIAL INFORMATION IN THIS
ARFP NEWSLETTER HAS NOT INCREASED THE COST TO THE GOVERNMENT, IN
ACCORDANCE WITH DOD 4525.8-M

NEWSLETTER EDITOR-POC: NOAH SMITH - NOAH.N.SMITH9.CTR@ARMY.MIL
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