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United States Army Reserve Staff Ride Briefing Book Series 
 
 

 The Office of Army Reserve History produces staff ride briefing books to provide a 
systematic approach to the analysis of significant campaigns and battles in the history of the 
military art and the profession of arms.  These handbooks supplement various essential training 
activities of unit leader development programs, military history readiness exercises, and military 
history education programs as required by Army regulation.  Specifically, the immediate goal of 
the staff ride methodology is to make the professional development experience of military 
leaders more meaningful, by stimulating the process of historical inquiry, analysis, and 
application.  The ultimate goal of this publication is to help develop and sustain a historically 
minded officer and noncommissioned officer corps in the Army Reserve capable of applying a 
historical perspective to the resolution of contemporary military problems, and, in turn, to 
support the reserve component's mission of readiness for war.  
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FOREWORD 
 
 

 As it did in the 1920s and 1930s (the lean years for the Army prior to World War II) and 
throughout the Cold War, during a period of scarce training funds the study of military history provides 
an inexpensive bridge toward a better understanding of the profession of arms.  The staff ride, in 
particular, teaches invaluable lessons in the resourcefulness, courage, skill, and initiative of military 
leaders in actual combat operations. 
 
 This volume is the second in a series of staff ride handbooks for use by Army Reservists in 
examining and assessing military operations of the past in order to be ready for the military challenges of 
the future.  The study of campaigns such as that for the possession of Atlanta, and the major actions 
concerned, offer unique insights into the complexities of leadership and men in war, in both the combat 
and the combat support/service support roles.  A careful analysis of military operations on the actual 
terrain of operations allows today's citizen soldiers to appreciate the conditions experienced by their 
predecessors at the time, gaining a better understanding of the timeless lessons and principles of war.  
Such historical mindedness can go far in shaping the military leadership style necessary on the battlefields 
of the twenty-first century.  
 
 In the Atlanta Campaign Staff Ride Briefing Book the author, Ed Shanahan, provides a concise 
but detailed account of Major General William T. Sherman's operational art and tactical prowess in 
maneuvering his army group, composed of three separate Union armies, from Chattanooga, Tennessee to 
the Confederate rail hub of Atlanta, Georgia.  During his hundred mile advance on Atlanta, Sherman 
fought a dozen major actions and executed several skillful flanking movements, enabling his force to 
capture this strategic objective within four months.  In this campaign, Sherman provides an excellent 
example of the proper use of economy of force and maneuver.  Capitalizing on his advantage of superior 
manpower, he employed the largest army to face-down the Confederates in their impregnable defensive 
positions while the other two armies turned the flanks.  I am certain that Army Reservists, as well as other 
students of this campaign will find the volume a very useful addition to their professional libraries.   
 
 
 
 
Fort McPherson      LEE S. HARFORD, JR., Ph.D. 
Atlanta, Georgia     Army Reserve Historian 
October 2008      US Army Reserve Command 

 
 
 
 

  
 
































